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MainStreet Libertyville – Building a Legacy
By Elizabeth Knachel, Volunteer

As we celebrate 35 years of MainStreet Libertyville this year, I’m reminded of all those involved in the organization from the beginning. Names like Seiler, Langworthy, Mayworm, Scott, and Timm can be attributed to laying the foundation of what MainStreet Libertyville is today. Although those names are practically household names among long-time residents, one particular name on a long list of past board members is personally important to me: Paul Knachel.
Paul served on the MainStreet board of directors in the early ’90s. In 2022, he proudly received the MainStreet Libertyville Lifetime Achievement Award for kicking off the MainStreet Libertyville gift certificate program we use today. As you may have guessed, Paul is my father, which makes me the second generation in our family to volunteer and lend a hand in the success of MainStreet Libertyville. I am proud to say I am not the only legacy child working hard to make a difference downtown. There are many more.
Torie Vittore served on the board council in 2002, where he worked with M.J. Seiler and others to breathe new life into the gift certificate program and revive a sense of community after 9/11. Nearly two decades later, Torie’s daughter Kate joined MainStreet Libertyville, first as a social media committee member in 2020, then as Vice Chair in 2024. Kate and prior board member Veronica Sloma have been critical in developing a new social media presence downtown. 
In the early 2000s, Jeff Lovinger served on the board council for Economic Vitality and Promotions. Jeff was instrumental in adding a solution to the downtown rooftop lights, which brighten up downtown today. He was also involved in getting the very first Oktoberfest celebrations going in Libertyville in the late 1990s. His son, Ben Lovinger, joined the MainStreet Libertyville board in the spring of 2024, where he is chair of the design committee. Following in his father’s footsteps, Ben currently puts together Libertyville’s Oktoberfest through the collaboration of MainStreet Libertyville and GLMV.  Ben is also the proud owner of several properties downtown. 
Marianne Lentini also carries on a family legacy by volunteering for MainStreet Libertyville. She is currently co-chair of the Economic Vitality Committee, the same one her father-in-law sat on many years ago. Her mother-in-law, Mary Lentini, and father-in-law, Dom Lentini (who passed away in 2010), were the proud owners of Some Other Nuts (previously located at 521 N. Milwaukee Ave), Some Other Balloons and Parties (previously at 111 Cook Street), and Some Other Baskets and Fine Gifts (previously at 113 Cook Street). The Lentini family still owns each property today, and Mary Lentini is still a proud member of the Libertyville community. When asked what she thought of MainStreet Libertyville, Mary says, “I want people to donate to MainStreet and invest in the town. It’s a beautiful town, and I want to see it grow.”
Marianne feels the same way. “It’s important to be included in the town and to support the community we live in. The committee plans to reach out to the business owners to build a relationship with them because when businesses thrive, the community will thrive.” Marianne is also proud to know that her family’s name and legacy are carried on through the Dom Lentini “Downtown Business of the Year” award, given each year to a downtown business owner for exceptional leadership and dedication.
As new generations of MainStreet Libertyville board members and volunteers begin a new chapter in MainStreet’s history, it’s never too late to start your legacy in the town you are proud to call home. Become a member or volunteer today. To volunteer, visit https://mainstreetlibertyville.org/volunteer/ or call 847-680-0336. To become a member of MainStreet Libertyville, you may visit https://mainstreetlibertyville.org/join-mainstreet-libertyville/ or call 847-680-0336.

